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FOX Sports is set to release a thrilling new documentary series about rising soccer stars
called Phenoms, and executive producers Mario Melchiot and David Worthen
Brooks discussed the series in an exclusive interview with uSports.

Get The Look: Denise Gough's Gucci Dress
“For the past two-and-a-half to three years, we've been following 65 young soccer playersin ~ From 'Angels In America's’ Opening Night
all parts of the globe,” said Brooks, the executive vice president of Fox Digital Studio. “We 7 12018
have 12 directors out in the fields who are shooting in what's going to end up being 30

different countries, and we've been focused on young soccer players from the age of 17 up John Corbett & David A.R. White On ‘God's
to about 21, 22" Not Dead: A Light in Darkness,’ Making
! Religious Films [VIDEO EXCLUSIVE]

27 MARCH 2018

The series — set to be released in May, one month before the 2018 FIFA World Cup begins
in Russia 7f-ollows, as E?rooks exp_lained, the I‘ive-s of sev?ral of the world’s ris.ing soccer Who Bit Beyonce's Face? Celebrities And Fans
stars from different nations. The five-part series is a behind-the-scenes look into the Are Trying To Find Out
careers of young stars who play all different types of positions on the field, like Dele Alli, A
Davinson Sanchez, Marco Asensio, Paulo Dybala, Gabriel Jesus, Ousmane Dembele, B
Adrien Rabiot, Leon Goretzka, Corentin Tolisso, Hirving Lozano and Marquinhos. Five ‘Avenger’s Rally To Fulfill Terminally-Iil
Fan’s Dream
The Phenoms kickoff event was held at the South by Southwest (SXSW) Festival in Austin,
Texas in March.

Roma Downey & Mark Burnett Express Relief
“We've made a piece of programming that supports this huge push to really expose the After Son Is Hospitalized
U.S. audience to what is the most beautiful game in the world,” Brooks added. 2018

Prince Cause Of Death: Singer Had Very High
Levels Of Fentanyl When He Died

Melchiot, a 41-year-old former defender for the Netherlands national team, went on to
reveal which particular player stood out to him, personally.

“Mncac Siman___ He's nne nf the kev nlavers that wa follaw ” <aid Malchint nf tha 22-vear.nld
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FOX Sports “Phenoms” Preview: New Show Follows World Cup Dreams

Phen s @ new show on FOX Sports that ows 60 young soccer players as they try and achieve the uitimate dream

David Worthen Brooks

d

rnation in the World Cup. Andrew sat down with Executive Producel

(1

of representing th:

Mario Melchiot to have a chat about the show.,

o TV

e

iV @ |

D hulihery

From left: Andrew Becker, David Worthen Brooks, Mario Melchiot

Whatis a Phenom?

David Worthen Brooks: A phenom is a soccer player under 20, and over the last couple of years we've been following 65

hem around the world. We've got 12 directors who've been shoating in 35 countries following these young players

from all different stratas of the game. There are kids we've followed who are in very modest academies, and who have

been set up in their countries to ensure these young men finish their secondary education...there's an academy in
Senegal, and we followed a player there who's now graduated with a secondary education and he's gone on to a 2nd
division Partuguese club. On the ather hand, we followed Gabriel Jesus from Brazil to Manchester City. So we have those

two ends of the spectrum, and everything that could possibly fit in between.

otball first

fo

sorts. How di

Footbail has a worldwide popularity above all ather sports—it's the universallanguage, ¢

grip you guys?

Mario Melchiot: | started playing when | was five years old. One of my oldest brothers played, and | wanted to be just
like him. When | was around 14 years old, | was a ball guy, which is when | realized | wanted to be a professional soccer

player...wheniwas 17, i signed my first deal with Ajax, and | became a pro—-and never looked back. My journey was

e kids we follow because | came from what was known as one of the best schools in the

different than a lot

world-but Phenoms shows there's no one way to do it..l love all sports but | think soccer touches my heart the most,

and that's why we did this praject: to follow those guys who want to take it to the next level, who have one dream as an

objective~to go fram an amateur, to representing your club, to representing your country on the international stage.

With sa many narratives fram all strata of footbaliwhy is it important to follow the persona
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Mario Melchiot And David Worthen Brooks On Fox Sports’' “Phenoms” Documentary Series

Mario Melchiot and David Warthen Brooks on Fox Sports’ “Phenoms” documentary series
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Mario Melchiot and David Warthen Brooks on Fox Sports' “Phenoms” documentary series
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